
What is a 
Curator?



Oakland Museum of California
(Oakland, CA)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hix5aMZvMQ8


National Building Museum
(Washington, DC)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=opmMP12oqvw


Victoria Art Gallery
(Bath, Somerset, England)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDaY6KraDW0


A curator
selects, organizes, 

and looks after 
the objects or works of art 
in a museum or art gallery.



Your task:

Curate a group of artworks 
connected by a theme.



Collection Requirements:
● 7-10 artworks
● From any genre or time period
● Connected by a theme

Project:
● Create mini exhibition on posterboard
● Visual aesthetic representing your theme
● Exhibition title, artwork labels, curator’s statement



Step 1: Establish a Theme

- research theme of personal interest
- Search online database 

http://www.wikiart.org
- Browse Castle’s art decks 

Types of Themes

● Idea or Concept
● Narrative
● Metaphor or Symbol
● Emotion
● Tribute
● Time Period
● Social Issue

http://www.wikiart.org


Step 2: Select Artworks

- 7-10 artworks total
- Record artist names and artwork titles for each piece 
- If possible, include artwork dates and materials
- Compile artwork images on a Google Doc. Each artwork 

image should be no larger than ¼ of the page. Share your 
Google Doc with Castle (scastle@summbears.net) and she 
will print your images in color.



Step 3: Installation Design

- Cut out artwork images and experiment with arrangement
- How do you want them to be presented?
- In what order?
- What should the color of the wall be?
- What should their frames look like?



Installation Design Option 1: Map Layout
Shows the room from above with multiple walls



Installation Design Option 2: Linear
Shows the order of artworks in a single line



Installation Design Option 3: Salon Style
Shows an arrangement 
of artworks 
on a single wall 



Step 4: Creating your Mini-Exhibition

Step 5: Presentation (in small groups - next Thursday!)

● Exhibit Title (in a stylized font)
● Artwork prints with borders or frames
● Artwork labels (artist name, artwork title)
● Background (pattern, texture, or solid color)
● Curator’s Statement - at least 1 sentence explaining what 

the exhibit is about



Scoring Rubric



Student 
Work

Map Layout 
Design-

Abby added 
footsteps to show 

the viewer’s 
progression through 

the gallery!



Student 
Work

Salon Style 
Design-

Heather used 
collage to create 
frames for the 

artwork.



Student 
Work

3D model-

Desiree used cardboard 
and popsicle sticks to 
create a model. The 

aesthetics of the 
mini-exhibition fit the 
theme of the artworks.


